Expressive Language

What is Expressive Language?


Expressive Language is verbal and/or written expression.  It includes producing sentences, putting words together to formulate thoughts, recalling words and using language appropriately in different settings with different people (i.e. home versus school, and parents versus teachers).

What can be done at home?

1. Talk with your child…have him/her tell you specific needs and wants.  Mealtime is a great opportunity to do this.
2. Listen to your child and expand on his/her language and model appropriately.

3. Read to your child or have him/her read to you.  Ask questions and interact by retelling the story in his/her own words.  Reading teaches your child vocabulary/language, listening and attending.

4. Play board games that develop vocabulary and problem solving skills.  

5. Make games out of household chores.  

a. Laundry-sorting and categorizing

b. Mealtime-following directions when setting the table, planning and preparing a meal

c. Grocery shopping-organizing a list and finding specific items

6. Be aware of your child’s errors and correct him/her when it is comfortable for you both.  Be sure not to discourage speech attempts by correcting too much.

7. Reinforce all attempts:  offer praise.

